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Feds seek closure of three Raritan Bay 
sites due to lead levels 
by Aliyuh Shah id / For The Star-Ledger 

Thursday March 19.2009.11:46 AM 

The Envi ronmental Protcetion Agemo:-' has called for the immediat e closing of 
three waterfro nt sites a long the Raritan Ba~' in Old I:l ridge and Sayreville dlle 
to health ,'01H:Cr!lS a ft.er finding high levels of lC<ld in the area. 

"We found v('ry, vel)' high levels of lead." Walter Mugdan. the EPA's director 
of the Emt'rgency and Remedial Response Division for the region , said earlier 
this wt'ek. "It 's way above what anybody would thin k would he appropriate . .. , 
It's a matt er of concern." 

Patti Sapane/Tne Star-Ledger 

Old Br idge Wate rfront Park in Old Br idge. 

Mugda n said the eontaminatcd soil was found around the western j etty near 
Cheesequakc Creek in Old Bridge, at a small beach north of the jetty in 
Sayreville, and at the uHlrence Harbor sea ,vall in Old Bri dge, The EPA has 
recommended those areas he closed immediately. 

According to the EPA's wt'o.<it c, lead L rO il idered a haza rd when it is equal 
to or excl'eds 1,200 pans per million in chiklren's play areas . 

At the Laurence Harbor sen wall art'a, the r"ngt~ of lead sampled was as high 
as 14 2 ,OOl) parts Iwr million. The Sl'a wall is about 2,:\45 fect long. 

At the western jetty near Cheesequakl:' Creek the highest levels found were 
198 ,000 pm1s per million. The average in the a rea was 52.399 parts per 
llIillion. The jett: ... s size depends on the tide. but is about 7.55 feet long and 20 

to :\o feet \\~dl' . 

At a half-acre bead l area in Sayre\'illc,jus t north of thl' Chees('qunke Creek 
jetty, the range of lead sampled was the sa il'''' as at the:' jetty -- as high as 
142.000 parts pCI' million . 

The EPA (,o nducted the t cst~ last September and released the results last 
week. 

Mugdan snid he W:'\$ partiwlarly cOIl~ern ed about children playing on the 
beach, as they might accidentnll~' ingest sand or truc.ksand from their shoes 
inside their hom,'s. He ulso said fisherlll en who stand on nea rby jetties could 
also be exposed. 
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ExtrcTnc expo~urc to lead ('.un (~USC neurological damage, kidney di~l'a~e, 
cardiovascular problems and reproductivc toxicity, an:ording to thl' EPA 
website. 

WAT!;H~ STAlk Mugdan said the EPA is awaiting tl'$t rl'sults that will determine iftish and 
LEDGER VIDEOS» otht' r IllUI;ne creatures have been nffeeted. 
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Wednesday mOl'llinv;, .leny /:Ion nett. 6<), of We~tfidd. was on(: of about 10 
tlshcrmcll casting their line~ into the water:-: tH~Hr Chce~equake creek. 
Bonnett was hoping to catch dinner for his ramil~·. Drc"",,1 in ,,'uist-high. 
khaki waders and black rubber boot~. Bonnett said he has been nslling in th" 
area for 4U years. ' 

Thc area is popular \\;th fishcrnH'n and while "';III llling is prohibited, 
bathers are sometimes ,<'cn in the wat!'r. 

Old Bridge Bu~in"'ss Administrator Michad .lurobs said the township is 
cooperating with the EPA and hopes to ha"c signs and split-rail fences up in 
the next few we"k.~. Jacobs said previous tests conducted by the state 
DepaJ·tment of Envil'Onlllental Protection did not reveal how widespread the 
problem was. "Thl' EPA found lead outside of that srope. ill areas we didn't 
know about. We wcrc snrpri$ed, but art: going to do whatevl'r thc EPA tells 
us," he said. 

While the EPA isn't r('ad), to point fingers . th .. lI11\~ 'ors of Sayreville alltl Old 
Bridge, in a statement last week, blamed former paint manufucturer National 
Lead Industries for the ('()ntamination. National Lead ()\,.11l·d a 4UlHlcre paint 
pigment manufacturing plant in Sayre\;lIe and a retining operation in Pel1h 
Ambo)' until the 1980s. 

Several C<llIs this week to National Lead IlldustIies, whose headquarters arc 
in Dallas, were not returncd . 

Beth Totman, an EPA spokeswoman said it's too earl~' to address blame and 
the goal now is to begin cleannp. She said there arc 'cases where the EPA 
funds projects and then retroactively enforces payment from a pnl'ty it later 
deems responsible for the contamination. 

Lead slag was used to "I'eate a sea wall iu I.~luren!:c Harbor in thc late 19608 
and carly 1970s. Over the years, 1e<ld ('hipped off the sea wall and ha" heen 
found Oil lIe<1rhy beaches, Old Bridge Mayor .James Phillip~ said. 

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brie;1 said his borough has been aggre.ssively 
seeking pl'Oposals to redevelop the beachfront. 

"We have thc opportunity to create a grC<lt watCliront amenity for the people 
ofSavrcv;lIl'," he said. "National Lead necds to work with thc EPA to condu!'! 
an irr'Imcdiatc and cOlllprehensh'c remediation program. Becansc we know 
the responsihle party,. there is 110 reason for this project tv languish." 

Mugdan said the horoughsasked that the EPA to place the sites on a 
Superfund list so federal money would be available for the cleanup. But that 
would mean more tests. '.'It's not going to happen in a month or even a ),e<II'," 
he said. "My gness is on a site like this, a longer-term remedy will be ne<.>ded." 

In the meantime, some fisherman, like Donnett . ,,;11 continue to tish. "l'vc 
been fishing here forever." he said, addirig after a moment of reflection , "But I 
might ad';se my grandchildren not to." 

See more in fn'l.i!gruI~.nt, t!i~.ill!!!tY 
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Posted by Torgonius on 031).2[ 09 at 9 ;28AM 

Here's a way to make the state some money. Don't close these sites off Just 
yet. 

Sell off the Governor's ManSion, State House and Legislative Offices to any 
business foolish enough to want to contin\le operating in this state . 

Now, build new buildings on these sites for the st~te government. 

It's not like additional brain damage would be noticable In Our elected officials . 

There's also the bonus of natural term Iilnlts that would come With living and 
working in these sJtes. 

lnd ppropnate? AI!!L1; ~s .!-

Posted by ScarletRogue o~ 03f.JJ/09 at 10;20Ar~ 
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Wow, government agencies actually doing something ... now find the source. 

lndDpropnatei' A.Iel:t us. Q Post iLcomm..ent 

Posted by bart08 on 0311iLQ'LPl 11 : LSAM 

If the danger zone Is at 1,200 parts per million, and the actual level here is 
142,000 ... that's astonishing . It 's like swimming In a pencil. 

Inappropriate? A!.erlJL~ ... ,:;) P9SlLCOIDllleOl 

Posted by missin on .Q2L1WJl.2...ilU 1 2'?AM 

We pay the highest ta xes in the country and this state 11as the most pollution 
from mountains to the shining seas. They want us all to pay mOre for goi ng to 
the beach and they promote how great our shOres are for families. Wow' What 
a joy . We can swim in polluted waters and glow after we come out. What a 
joke this state is . How they have destroyed everything that was once nice 
about new jersey in such short amount of time due to greed. Man destroys for 
Ilis own pronto Now who is willing to pay more to go on the beach and for 
parking ' It gives me til e chills just thinking about it,. with all the waste 
materials in the water too . 

fnappropria te? ALea us, 

Post~d by ScutFarkus on Q3/l 9/09 ~t ll :J)At:1 

What am I missing' Isn' t Old Bridge 30 minutes west of the Raritan Bay/ River' 

Inappropnate' Alet1_IJ!i_~ V !:O,S,ULCOmme!ll 

Posted by njcoast on QJ/..l2LQ9.at. 1l:4%M 

" l11issin " 

Who are "they"? you blame " they" for everything, please tell us who " they " <lre 
50 we can go after them. 

PS, this state IS not a joke, but your posting is 

Inappropria te? Aler~ ~s... V !'ost a con= eI1l 

Posted by waynearnold on IUL!2LQ9 a U~~ 

"What am I missing' Isn 't Old Bridge 30 minutes west of the Raritan 
Bay/River?" 

Sounds like your missing a map, Old Bridge streches to the bay. 

Inappr opriate' AlerL\.!!h 

Poste(j hy Erides on 03/ 12/0 at l2 :Q1 P,M 

I've said it before and I'll say ,t ag am .. Living in New Jersey is Superfun:D' 

Inappropriate? ALt.rL~ 

Posted by jmjral 011 .Q2L1.9LQ9 at 1:58PM 

I question their testing protocol. 198,000 ppm of lead Is just a shade below 20 
% as lead . Throw on about an additional 6% to adjust for this being lead oxide 
(PbO) and it brings you to about 25% lead OXide content . At that 
concentration it is economical to reCover the lead at a profit . NL might not be 
the best company in the world but I have a hard time believing that they 
would let that much money go out of the plant as slag. Something does not 
sound correct. 

PS bartOS, "Like swimming in a pencil" . Sorry, pencils use graphite <lnd clay . 
The only lead in them is In the paint from China. 

Q eo~l...~ COO1 <1le llt 

Posted by olliedum on QJJY~LQ~L~L,!=j3PM 

OH MAN that means me and my family can 't go out to these beaches and look 
for JERSEY BEA01 WHISTLES anymore!!!! what are Jersey beach whistles you 
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• ~Adv.nc. 
~ Intamat 

ask? They are the USED TAMPON APPUCATORS that float onto the sl,ores of 
ou r Fine state!! !! I LOL LOL LOL LOL 

ina ppro priate? .~~ V f~t>t a comment 

Posted by olliedum on 03/ 19109 at 4:43PM 

OH ~1AN that means me and my family can't go out to these beaches and look 
for JERSEY BEACH WHISTLES anymore!!I! what are jersey beach whistles YOll 
ask? They are the USED TAMPON APPLICATORS that float onto the shores of 
our Fine state! I,,! LOL LOL LOL LOL 

I nappropriate) ,e.!e tt.J'!s-,- o ~05l .a c..omrn.ent 

POsted by olliedum on OU t9L09 at 4: 43eM 

OH MAN that means me and my family can't go-out to these beaches and look 
for JERSEY BEACH WHISTLES anymore' !! ' what are jersey beach whistles you 
ask?They are the USED TAMPON APPLICATORS that float onto the shores of 
our fine state I II '! LOL LOL LOL LOL 
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